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As the number of bits in the counter is to be limited to minimize the 
overhead in transmitting Ae information to the master, the counters GC(iV) 
are allowed to count up to the maximum value and stay there until reset. The 
value of any counter GC(iV) received by the master indicates the relative 
goodness of the link between the master and slave "r on the frequency j^; the 
higher the count value, the better the link. In this method, as the slaves listen 
to all the master transmissions and record the successful transmissions, the 
monitoring of interference on different frequencies occurs more frequently, 
and therefore results in better characterization of the link states, 

S/ove Selection Based on Goodness Counters 

A flowchart for selection of a slave for packet transmission is shown in 
Figure 8 A. A test is made in decision block 801 to determine if all the active 
slaves have been checked for scheduling. If not, the next slave is picked as the 
current slave in function block 802. A test is then made in decision block 
803 to determine if the value of counter GC(iV) is less than the threshold 
TcooD- If so, the process loops back to decision block 801 ; otherwise, the 



